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Dear Neighbor, 

Please join me from September 15th to October 15th 
in celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month! 

Hispanic Heritage Month is an important time in the 
United States, when people recognize the 
contributions of Hispanic Americans to the U.S and 
celebrate the group's heritage and culture. Septembe 
15th was chosen as the starting point for the 
celebration because it is the anniversary of 
independence of five Latin American countries: Cost; 
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and 
Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico, Chile, and Belize 
celebrate their independence days on September 

16th, September 18th , and September 21st, respectively. 

Hispanic Heritage Month also celebrates the long and important presence of Hispanic and 
Latino Americans in North America. Hispanics have had a profound and positive influence 
on our country through their strong commitment to family, faith, hard work, and service. We 
celebrate notable Hispanic leaders and role models such as: Carlos Juan Finlay, a 20th 
century Cuban scientist and pioneer researcher in yellow fever; Mario Molina, born in 
Mexico and awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1995; Carlos Slim, nicknamed the 
"Warren Buffett of Mexico" and a business magnate and philanthropist; Diego Armando 
Maradona Franco, the Argentinian soccer star; U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor; and our very own International Playwright Luis Valdez. They, along with 
countless others, such as Jaime Escalante, Octavio Paz, Carlos Fuentes, and Jose Orozco 
have enhanced and shaped our national character with centuries-old traditions that reflect 



the multi-ethnic and multicultural customs of their community. For these reasons, I am prow 
to represent the City of San Jose's largest Hispanic district within our City. 

MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY 
On September 16th we raised the Mexican Flag at City Hall. The Mexican Flag Raising 
Ceremony was a beautiful event with great speakers, art, music, and food. 

We were happy to see a large turnout with myself, Councilmember Peralez, and Vice-Mayo 
Herrera giving the historical context of Mexican Independence Day. The Mexican Consul 
General Carlos Ponce gave a speech about the connections of San Jose and Mexico. The 
Overfelt High School JROTC Color Guard first raised the American Flag while we listened t 
the U.S. National Anthem sung by Darcie Green then the Mexican flag was raised with 
Mariachi Azteca playing the Mexican National Anthem. A reception was held after with food 
catered by Mezcal Restaurant. 

September 16 is the anniversary of El Grito de Dolores, when Father Miguel Hidalgo made 
speech calling his parishioners to join him in taking up arms against the tyranny of Spanish 
rule. This call to action was also a demand for humane treatment, economic parity, self-
reliance, and social justice. While we only officially celebrate this independence day once a 
year, we should remember to honor the commitment and sacrifices of el pueblo, the people 
through our daily actions as we seek social justice for our families, our communities, and 01 
children and greater economic prosperity for all our residents, foreign and U.S.-born. Let us 
always remember those who came before us and who lead the way so courageously. 

Update on VTA's Santa Clara Alum Rock Bus Rapid Transit Project 

I'm happy to be sharing some positive news with the community regarding VTA's Santa 
Clara-Alum Rock Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Project. 

VTA recently announced that it is restructuring the delivery of the project along Santa Clara 
Avenue, Alum Rock Ave., Capitol Avenue, and Capitol Expressway in San Jose. The 
complexity and unknown conditions in this area raised safety concerns which ultimately led 
VTA to halt all construction activities in the field in July. 

VTA and its general contractor, Goodfellow Top Grade Construction (GTGC), have agreed 
that it is in the best interests of the project and of the public's safety for VTA to explore 



alternative delivery methods for bringing BRT to this corridor. 

As part of the restructuring, VTA and GTGC have entered into an agreement that allows 
VTA to continue work on key portions of the project while also repackaging the remaining 
work for a new bid process. VTA believes that this restructuring will ultimately provide the 
best results for all of our stakeholders. 

VTA plans to install the station shelters near the SAP Arena, on Santa Clara Street near 
17th Street and 24th Street, and along Capitol Expressway at Alum Rock Avenue, Story 
Road, and Ocala Road later this fall and early winter. 

In Spring 2016, VTA plans to begin work on two other construction contracts for the 
downtown BRT stops and the Alum Rock Avenue bus lanes and roadway reconstruction 
after completion of the bid processes. VTA anticipates the work to be completed by early 
2017. 

Citizens and businesses along Alum Rock Avenue and Santa Clara Street are invited to a 
VTA public meeting to receive more information and to answer questions. The meeting is oi 
Thursday, September 24th between 6 -7:30 p.m. (formal presentation begins at 6:30 
p.m.) 

Please plan to attend the VTA public meeting for more information and stay tuned here for 
more updates. If you have questions regarding the Santa Clara-Alum Rock Bus Rapid 
Transit Project, contact VTA at 408.321.7575 or visit the project website at 
www.vta.ora/scar-brt. 

I would like to thank the community for their patience with the project delays due to the 
safety shutdown. I am pleased that VTA found a way to continue this important project whil< 
preserving community safety as it's number one priority. 

STOP THE VIOLENCE CAMPAIGN! 

http://www.vta.ora/scar-brt


I want to thank our community for coming out on August 29th for our "Walk for Peace" to 
end violence in our neighborhoods. We had over 100 residents, nonprofit providers, 
educational leaders, faith leaders, city staff, and San Jose Police Officers in attendance, 
ready to commit to end the violence on our streets. 

I have said this once and I will say this again: I cannot do this alone. I need you to commit t< 
one of the following: 

1. Sign up for a Neighborhood Watch (Click Herel 
2. Commit to or organize a weekly walk of your neighborhood. 
3. Start or join your neighborhood association. (We will help) 
4. Request an anti-gang presentation for your students and/or families (Email Omar Torres') 
5. Share our logo & message on social media: #stveastsanjose 

#eastsanjosematters #endviolence2015 

Again, ending violence in our community must be a top priority for all of us. Let's work 
together for a safer San Jose! 

If you have any questions about our "Stop the Violence campaign", please contact my staff 
at 408-535-4905 or email us at District5@sanjoseca.aov. 

STOP 
THE 

VIOLENCE 

Warm regards/Cordial saludo, 

Councilmemfoer/Conse/a/ Magdalena Carrasco 

City of San Jose, Eastside 

East San Jose Families at Yosemite Family Camp 

On Labor Day weekend my office took 5 charter buses full of low 
income families to San Jose Yosemite Family Camp. For most of 
these families this was their first visit to Yosemite National Park. 

mailto:District5@sanjoseca.aov


We hiked, spent the afternoon swimming, archery, and played 
soccer & football. The joy on the kids' faces was indescribable! 

Though the trip was just two days, those two days were spent 
enjoying each others company rather than the worries of work 
and bills. The trip served as a much needed break to all of the 
hard working San Jose families. It was also a great chance to 
reconnect with nature in a world that feels dominated by social 
media and video games. In all, parents were able to take a break 
from the pressures of work, while the kids were able to 
remember that all they need to have fun is one another. 

We hope to do this again next year with a new group of San 
Jose families! 

Successful Capitol/Goss Beautification Day 
Last month, my office hosted a Dumpster Day for the Capitol/Goss Neighborhood Association. 
Residents began cleaning the neighborhood very early in the morning and had nearly 50 volunteers 
loading the bins and picking up litter! Latinos United for a New America (LUNA), East San 
Jose/Evergreen Rotary volunteers, and neighbors from other communities also helped beautify this 
active neighborhood. 

The volunteers were able to haul away over six dumpsters of couches, mattresses, and other illegally 
dumped debris. These extra dumpster days would not have been possible if it were not for the leadershi 
of my City Council colleagues. I was able to secure funding for these types of events by encouraging m 
fellow City Council colleagues that we are in dire need of additional beautification resources in East Sat 
Jose and throughout the City. 

Thank you to everyone who made this day a success, and we shall see you at the next beautification da) 



Moratorium on Mobile Home Conversions 
This month the City Council tackled Mobile Home Park conversions. With one 
mobile home park conversion pending and others possible, the Council placed a 
six-month hold on all conversions of mobile home parks. The hold was due in 
part to development agencies targeting mobile home parks as potential land for 
new developments. The mobile home park off Santa Row, Winchester Mobile 
Home Park, is the current project considered for conversion. 

Because we recognize that mobile homes are some of the City's largest sources of affordable housing 
and can act as a stepping stone for new home owners, the Council decided to place a hold on all 
conversions to allow the City's Housing Department time to further investigate the ramifications, both tc 
mobile home owners and mobile park land owners, of a conversion. The six-month timeline will allow 
more room for data gathering and conversations with the impacted parties while balancing the need to 
continue forward momentum for further development 

We will continue tp fight for home owners' security and prosperity. Follow up information will be 
available as we move forward. 

National Women's Equality Day 
August 26th is National Women's Equality Day. This date marks the anniversary of women's suffrage 
with the passage of the 19th Amendment back in 1920. The importance of women being involved 
politically is more critical today than ever before. Currently there are only two women on the San 
Jose City Council, so we should continue to encourage women to get involved politically. There is a res 
danger that I may be the ONLY woman serving on the Council in one of the largest cities of the United 
States. It is incumbent upon us to encourage women to take on positions of influence and to get 
involved politically. 

Women have a different, valuable perspective to bring to the political arena. We understand what it 
means to give up our careers and care for our children because of a lack of affordable childcare. We 
know what it feels like to stay in relationships that are dangerous to our safety because of fear, 
intimidation, and economic uncertainty. We live with an all too real understanding of what it means whe 
we cannot feed our children and have to depend on the generosity of a neighbor, on a free school lunch 
or on good policy that will support and potentially carve out a dignified life for our kids. 

As we celebrate how far we have come, we must also realize that full equality for all women hasn't yet 
been realized. My daughters" futures hinges on our actions today. We must continue to create leadershi[ 
opportunities and develop good policies, advocate for our youth, and be bold enough to NOT wait to be 
invited to table but to take our rightful place. 



Naturalization Ceremony at Avaya Stadium 
On Saturday, September 12th the City of San Jose joined U.S. Citizenship and immigration Services 

. (USCIS), the San Jose Earthquakes, and Citi Community Development in hosting a naturalization 
ceremony at Avaya Stadium. 

The 10 new U.S. citizens, who were sworn in at 6:15 PM, are two married couples from India, a family ot 
four from the Philippines, and two individuals from Mexico. 

This event kicks off San Jose's Cities for Citizenship Initiative, a major national initiative aimed at 
Increasing citizenship among eligible U.S. permanent residents. 

I am so proud to have been able to participate in such a great, celebratory event and to have been on 
hand when these 10 people officially became U.S. citizens! 



^Bn m 1 Special 
Story Time 

Thursday ^E^E -̂ 7 ^^^^E 
September 24 

10:30am-11:00am 

Please join us for a Special Story 
Time with District 5 Council Member, 

Magdalena Carrasco. Council 
Member Carrasco will be reading one 

of her favorite books! 

To request an accommodation for Library-sponsored events, caff 
408-808-3033 o 408*808-2083 (JTY) at leas three business bays before the event. 

K*pw.sjpLarg smh^tihlj.1 ibary 



Transportation Safety In Your Community 
Vice Mayor Rose H err era and the City Council Invite You to Attend a 

Community Education and Outreach Meeting to Discuss Vision Zero San Jose 
6-8 p.m., Thursday, September 24th 

Mexican Heritage Plaza, 1700 Alum Rock Ave 

To access the Vision Zero San Jose report, 

Meeting Agenda to include 

Welcome & Introductions 

San Jose's Transportation 
Safety Efforts & VZSJ 
highlights 

Community Input on 
Transportation Safety & 
Priority Safety Streets 
(see map on back) 

Education & Advocacy to 
Support Safe Transportation 

Providing support al the meeting will 
be representatives from; 

City Dept. of Transportation 
City Police Department 
California WALKS 
Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition 
County of Santa Qara 



Safety Priority Streets 

Based on crash data from 2010-2014,14 major street segments have been 
identified as having the highest frequency of fatal and severe injury crashes 
for people walking, bicycling, motorcycle riding and driving. 

For the September 24* meeting, the discussion will focus on the northern 
Safety Priority Streets {highlighted in bluej. These roadways include: 

Alum Rock Avenue 
- Route 101 to Manning Ave. 

Capitol Expressway 
- 1-680 to "Itilly Rd 

Jackson Avenue 
- Berryessa Rd. to Story Rd. 

King Road 
- McKee Rd. to Story Rd. 

McKee Road 
- King Rd. to Toyoii Ave. 

Story Road 
- McLaughlin Ave. to 

Capitol Expy. 

White Road 
- Penitencia Creek Rd. to 

Cunningham Ave. 

Upcoming Community Education and Outreach Meeting rn November 2015 wHI 
focus on the southern Safety Priority Streets. 



VTA s Santa Clara-
Alum Rack Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) 
Project Update 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 
6:00 pBm."7i30 p.m. 

Presentation begins 

Afumi Reck Library 

Community Room, 

3090 Alum lock Avenue, 

Sen Jose 

Served by WA B 25, /!. 

A new project scheduband construction 

update will be provided. Staff will he 

avaiiahh to answer your quesftons. 

Spoor's/? and Vr^omese froresfalton will 
be provided. 



Proudly ihosted by San Jose City CouneHm&mh&r 

FREE DACA 
WORKSHOP 
INmAL & RENEWAL APP LICATIONS 

JAMES LICK HIGH SCHOOL 
57 N White Rd, San Jose, CA 95127 

Receive assistance from immigration attorneys & 
BIA accredited representatives: 

FREE Eligibility Screening, Application Assistance, Review & Mailing 

INITIAL APPLICATIONS 
Appointments Avaia&Se: 9am 

REMEMBER TO BRING 

Physical presence June 15,2007 to prsseri 
Proof of entry phcr lo age 18 
Pmcf of school enrolment or GEQ'HS. Diploma 
Passport or photo ID (matricula, school ID) 
Birth certificates with certified translation 
List of home addresses since arrival 
Pmcf of presence in tie United States on 6x215001  ̂
Certned csurt disposition of all arrests, if ary 
Check or money order for $465 
Two passport style photos 

RENEWAL APPLICATIONS 
Appointments Available: 11am & 1pm 

REMEMBER TG BRING 

CA ICs'Driver License 
Copy of fridal DACA application 
Two passport style phctes 
Sodal security card 
Checi or morey order for $465 
Work authorization oard 
Certified oout disposition of all arrests, if any 

ELIGIBLE TO RENEW 

If your DACA expires ON or BEFORE MARCH 1, 2016 

To register: 408.333.! 9568 
A t  

4: 
1 Asian Law Allian ct "iArtiTA ClARA. ;i JkUi R ^4 sKREN » issniis! MWUI, 

' coMhj^nY ttpv cc sum urn i mwnr 

A t  

4: Catholic Charities 
3/Santa Ckrn County 

"iArtiTA ClARA. ;i JkUi R ^4 sKREN » issniis! MWUI, 
' coMhj^nY ttpv cc sum urn i mwnr 



Presentation followed by Question and Answer Session 
Presentation seguida de preguntas y respuestas 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28,2015 
LUNES.28DESEPTIEMBRE.2015 

6:30 p.m. 
Mayfair Com my nity Center 

(Centra Comunitano Mayfair) 
2039 Kammerer Ave, San Jose, CA 95116 

for quesrims, con trxtJesska Lomy, Gty Managers Pom mis mfarmatim, cornuniqmse con Jesska kmry 
Qffim at (40$) 535*8148 

in mcatdoma? with theAmmctm with 
Act Cky of San Jose rmtemh cm be mode avmkbh 
upon t m tfJtefftffito for man m&h m Bm®eT 
imgepmt audto and cooynitzf disk 

R?qumn may be made 
by coiling 

(408} 294-9337 (JTYl 
nn'ii 

SAN JOSE 
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ates knpresm m tm formats ahemaim, pm favor 
ilrnm a! {4W} 535*810® a (40$) 294* 9337 (JTYj tan 
pronto mm&sm p&sibk, pem d mems im dm 
hdbim mm de cmlqummmion a .mm fa Pdm w 
ftkmtm ah}amimm bak lo Ley de Americanos em 
OkcopcKtdod €» portk&m m est® rmmk\ porfsvor 
Hime t?l (408) §35-8100 (V&t) / TYf $ (408) 294 933? 
port® mmm 48 harm anm de la mmm. 





& 
r, October 3rd • 9am 

at Lake Cunningham Regional Park 
2305 S. White Road, San Jose, CA 95148 

* . 

• ^ _ 

• Skate park access 
• Fishing clinics at ft a.m. 
• Outrigger canoe lessons 
«Job and Community Resource Fair 
* Get tips for conserving 

our planet's resources 
* Food Trucks 
• Live Entertainment 

For more informs tioii, call 408.^35.4908 or visit www.sanjoseca.gov/district8. 
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7™ INTERNATIONAL 
CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL 

' 4 i 1 fWltkfH % w ehiMaen f - s ?  w 

Fun 
*>ee 

OCT 3, 2015 
10am - 4pm 

DiSCOVERY MEADOW, SAN JOSE 
180 W07 Way, San Jose, CA 95110 

fe**- ^ ' 

n V -

'III? 
J a'P • * V - m  

•tjjF kidzfest iJj Kidzfest ®j kidzfest 
www.ChildrensFest.org 



VIVA CALLESJ 
Downtown and Eastteuund October 11,2015 104)0 am.-3:00 p.m. 

On Sunday, October ft, Viva CalleSJ wll open six miles of scenic San Jose streets for a FREE 
event to bring people together to walk, bike, skate, play, and explore the city like never before. 

See the route and learn more: VivaCalleSJ.org 

HEROES RIDE 
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Foothill Community 
Health Center 

Eg* 
Whtfti 

Where: 
Saturday October 
Andrew Hill High School 

oad San Joss CA 95111 
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Homework Clubs offer a space ct fhe ibrery where chMnsn in grades- K-fi 
receive offer-school assistance with Ihejrschcoh^ark. San Jose Pubiic 
Library- is expending its Homerwoik Club program th's Fai and there are ' 
three ways that yau can as involved: 

A sfc to nine month, minimum commitment is 
required. 

• Homework Club Caasdliiatqfs are adu?!s who occupy a key leadership 
position and help to recruit and train other volunteers and promote the 
Ghb la the pubic. x 

Scholastic Supervisors are ©du% who provide on-ite leadership and 
support whle the Homework Club is in session. 
items week Coaches c?e teens who wwfc dbecfiy with sndrvlriueb ar smoi 
groups to answer qutesSoswE and assist students wiifs their homework. 

Rngerpmting is required for' volunteers 
ages 1S and o%5er 

Training wil be. provided 

•yrnm sir MM# V«M> V 

For more Information, visit 

sjpl.org/volunteer 
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Habitat for Humanity East Bay/ Silicon Valley's 
Veteran Home Repair Program 

Affordable! Work led by licensed & experienced contractor! 
Habitat is able to offer up to $15,000 worth of repairs to low-income Veteran households. 
Selected homeowners receive a variety of critical health and safety home repair services. 

Qualifications: 
. Must be full time residence of a Veteran 
» Own and live in Alameda, Contra Costa or 

Santa Clara County 

• Household meet income requirement, bellow 

80% Area Median income 
» Veteran have honorable or general discharge 

Loan Repayments and "Sweat Equity"; 

» Home repairs are secured by deferred, 
zero Interest, no payment loans. 

. All households contribute to Habitat's 
mission with "sweat equity"—volunteer 
hours on your home, (if able) 

n I  I E  w i t h  YOU 
HabiiaiiBSVorg | B66.450.443Z | LAST BAY 2619 Broadway, Oakland. CA 94612 | SILICON VALtfY; 513 Valley Way, IWipiias. CA 95035 

Submit an application now! 

• Visit HabltatEBSV.org/HomeRepair 

* Call us at 510-803-33SB 

. Email: HomeRepair@HabitatEBSV.org 

it starts with UfTSnfflC starts ••••••nun I IE* 



ENGLISH? 4ESPANOL? :ONXTON "N 
P p 0 H I 

749 Story Road, Suite 10 
San Jose, OA 95122 

English as a Second Language 

Offered at No Charge 
. 18 years and older classes. 
. ESL —reading, spelling, and literacy 

Las clases se ofrecen a cualquier persona 
18 y mayor en order dellegada. Clases son 
facilitidasy computarizado. 

Open Entry—Start anytime! 

Monday & 
Wednesday 

I unes & 

miercoles 

9-11:30 AM 

an d/or 

Tuesday & 
Thursday 

martes & 

jueves 

5-7:30 PM 



fit Habitat for Humanity 
East Bay/Silicon Valley 

Affiliate of Distinction 2013-2015 

Habitat will paint the exterior of your home for $50 
Habitat se somphia ngoai can nha cua ban chi v6*i $50 

Habitat le pintara el exterior de su casa por solo $50 

To Qualify you must: 
* Live in San Jose 

* Own and occupy a single family home, town home, 
or manufacturer! harneP IN NEED af painting 

* Be within the income parameters Habitat for 
Humanity serves 

Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit organisation thai has 

built, renovated, and repaired more than 500 homes in 
the Alameda, Contra Casta, and Santa Clara Counties. 

We are a licensed general contractor, using volunteers to 
create affordable housing and great communities. 

City of Sj Permit # 2530S3748;! 

Habitat for Humanity* eastbav:2m g iu^ iawwot r . swwun?c&c td  East Ba^SfikMiVaftev * mom; 95^4^,4432 facebuqk: Hatntaceasv TWITOU ©H^nateBsv 

To Apply call 510-803-3373 or visit 
HabitatEBSV.org/HomeRepair 
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Magdalena Carrasco 
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